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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 
1 . This action is responsive to an Amendment filed 7/06/2007. Claims 14, 102, 104-107 are 
pending. Claims 14, 102 are amended. Claims 1-13, 15-101, 103 are canceled. Claims 104-107 
are new. 

Response to Arguments 
1 . Applicant's arguments regarding claims 104, 106, and 107, filed 7/06/2007, have been 
fully considered, but they are not persuasive. 

Regarding claims 104, 106, and 107, the applicant argues that Shoff et al. fails to disclose 
or suggest synthesizing the specified images based on the user layout data read out from the 
storage in accordance with the detected program ID when it is determined that the detected and 
registered program IDs are coincident, and synthesizing those images based on the basic layout 
and the character command when it is determined that the detected and registered program IDs 
are not coincident. The examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Shoff et al. discloses an interactive entertainment system that enables presentation of 
supplemental interactive content along side traditional broadcast video programs, such as 
television shows and movies. A viewer computing unit is located at the viewer's home to 
present the program and supplemental content to a viewer. When the viewer tunies to a particular 
channel, the viewer computing unit consults an electronic programming guide (EPG) to 
determine if the present program carried on the channel is interactive. If it is, the viewer 
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computing unit launches a browser. The browser uses a target specification stored in the EPG to 
activate a target resource containing the supplemental content for enhancing the broadcast 
program. The target resource contains display layout instructions prescribing how the 
supplemental content and the video content program are to appear in relation to one another 
when displayed. When the data from the target resource is downloaded, the viewer computing 
unit is responsive to the layout instructions obtained from the target resource to display the 
supplemental content concurrently with the video content program (see Abstract). 

Shoff et al. further discloses that the viewer computing unit can automatically activate a 
target resource as soon as the browser is loaded on the processor upon determining that a 
program is interactive capable (col. 9, 1. 1-8, 60-65). Shoff et al. describes the "Access" mode as 
the default mode of interactivity, which contains main menu functionality (col. 11,1. 12-16 & 
Fig. 8b). The examiner interprets this defauh mode as a "basic layout" that is displayed when 
the viewer computing unit automatically activates a target resource upon discovering that a tuned 
program is interactive capable. Shoff et al. further discloses that, once in the access mode, soft 
buttons 212-221 present various control options to the viewer to invite interactive involvement 
with the program (col. 11,1. 1-2). Soft buttons 218-220 enable selection of different types of 
supplemental content (col. 11, 25-26). The examiner interprets the selection of a soft button 212- 
221 as changing the display to a "user layout," since the default screen (Fig. 8b) is changed in 
response to the user selection (col. 11,1. 55-59). Shoff et al. still further discloses that soft 
button 219 is associated with a program guide, which provides a listing of current Star Trek 
shows for a two week period. This program guide permits the user to change channels to another 
channel carrying a Star Trek show, if available (col. 11,1. 34-38). The examiner notes that this 
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results in restarting the method of Fig. 6. If the other Star Trek show is also interactive capable, 
a target resource will be activated to display another default interactive screen (col. 8, 1. 62-67; 
col. 9, 1. 1-1-8, 20-29, 60-65; & Fig. 6). That is, the examiner interprets the selection of soft 
buttons in interactive content as "synthesizing the specified images based on the user layout data 
read out from the storage in accordance with the detected program ID when it is determined that 
the detected and registered program IDs are coincident" as long as the user remains tuned to the 
same channel and does not select the quit button 221 . The examiner interprets changing 
channels in response to user selection of an interactive show through the program guide as 
"synthesizing those images based on the basic layout and the character command when it is 
determined that the detected and registered program IDs are not coincident," as currently 
claimed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
, States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 14, 102, and 104-107 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Shoffet al. 
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Referring to claim 14, Shoff et al. discloses an apparatus according to claim 104, further 
comprising a reproducer arranged to reproduce the display image generated by said synthesizer 
(col. 4, 1. 22-34). 

Referring to claim 102, Shoff et al. discloses an apparatus according to claim 104, 
wherein the user layout further effects a change in audio output format (col. 5, 1. 16-18 & col. 11, 
1. 15-18), 

Referring to claims 104, 106, and 107, Shoff et al. discloses an 
apparatus/method/program for receiving a television program, comprising: 

- a receiver, arranged to receive a bit stream broadcasted as the television program, 
wherein in the bit stream is muhiplexed first image data encoded by a first coding 
format (video stream), second image data encoded by a second coding format 
(supplemental content), and system data (timing information, display layout, tuned 
channel, time slot, text of hypertext document, etc.)(col. 4, 1. 62-67; col. 5, 1. 1-5, 12- 
32; col, 6, 1. 7-22; col. 9, 1. 8-19; & col. 10, 1. 3-23, 34-58); 

- a first decoder 98, arranged to decode the first image data to generate a first image 
(col. 10,1. 18-24 & Figs. 5-7); 

- a second decoder 100, arranged to decode the second image data to generate a second 
image (supplemental content (col. 5, 1. 12-33); 

- a third decoder (processor 92), arranged to decode the system data (col. 10, 1. 3-17, 
34-58); 

- a detector, arranged to detect at least a basic layout depending on the television 
program (the examiner notes that in tuning a particular television program, it is 
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determined whether the program is interactive. If it is, the viewer computing unit 
automatically activates a target resource, resulting in a screen, such as that shown in 
Fig. 8b)(col. 8, 1. 62-67; col. 9, 1. 1-8, 60-65; & Fig. 8b), a program ID of the 
television program which is in the midst of being received (col. 8, 1. 62-67; col. 9, 1, 
1; & Fig. 3), and a character command, from the decoded system data, wherein the 
character command indicates generation of a character image and a layout of the 
character image (the examiner notes that text is displayed according to a display 
layoutXcol. 2, 1. 6-8; col. 10, 1. 34-58; col. 13, 1. 17-21; & col. 14, 1. 18-20), and the 
program ID is uniquely specified for each television program (Fig. 3); 

- a character generator, arranged to generate a character image indicated by the 
detected character command using internal character data (the examiner notes that 
HTML documents inherently include presentational markup elements that indicate 
how a web browser should render text, for instance, in bold)(col. 2, 1, 6-8; col. 5, 1. 
23-48; & col. 12, 1. 63-67); 

- a setter (remote control handset), arranged to set a user layout to display images 
represented by the first image, the second image, and the character image 
corresponding to the program ID (when in the interactive screen illustrated in Fig. 8b, 
the user can select soft buttons 212-221, such as a program guide button 219)(col. 11, 
1. 34-38 & Fig. 8b); 

- a storage, arranged to store user layout data, which corresponds to the user layout set 
by said setter, corresponding to the program ID (the examiner notes that the 
supplemental content including the display layout is downloaded. The display layout 
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is changed in response to viewer selection of a soft button)(col. 10, 1. 18-24; col. 11,1. 
48-59; & Fig. 8b); 

- a determiner, arranged to determine whether or not the program ID detected by said 
detector is coincident with a registered program ID corresponding to the user layout 
data stored in said storage (the examiner notes that, while viewing the program guide, 
the user can tune to a different channel)(coi. 8, 1. 62-67; col. 9, 1. 1-8; & col, 11,1. 36- 
38); and 

- a synthesizer, arranged to synthesize the first image, the second image, and the 
character image based on the user layout data read out from said storage in 
accordance with the detected program ID when said determiner determines that the 
detected and registered program IDs are coincident (as long as the user does not tune 
to a different channel)(col. 11,1 34-38), and to synthesize those images based on the 
basic layout and the character command detected by said detector when said 
determiner determines that the detected and registered program IDs are not coincident 
(if the user tunes to a new interactive channel)(col. 11,1. 34-39), so that a display 
image of the television program is generated (Fig. 8b). 

Referring to claim 105, Shoff et al. discloses an apparatus according to claim 104, 
wherein said setter sets a position and/or size of the first image, the second image, and the 
character image individually (the examiner notes that clicking a soft button causes a change in 
the display, which causes size and shape changes in the program boundary and size, style, and 
location changes in the display of the supplemental content. Since the supplemental content is a 
hypertext document that defines text, graphics, video, picture, and sound objects as individual 



Application/Control Number: 09/45 1 ,870 • Page 8 

Art Unit: 2623 

elements within the hypertext document, the examiner interprets the selection of a soft button as 
implicitly setting the position and/or size of the video program, supplemental content, and text 
individuallyXcoL 10, 1. 34-58 & col. 11, 1. 56-59). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Van Handel whose telephone number is 571-272-5968. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:30pm Mon.-Fri.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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